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Gregory  I  wrote such strong and  fine letters  as  this  Gregory did."
Du Pin, Cent. u, c. i, pp. 67, 68.

Tke following feasts are celebrated on May 25 :

ST ALDHELM, Bishop, born among the West Saxons, educated by St Adrian at Canterbury,
and took the monastic habit under an Irish monk in a poor monastery at Malmesbury; later,
as Bishop of Sherburne, a worthy successor to the apostles; his festival is kept in certain dioceses
in England on 2gth May: ST GREGORY VII, Pope (called Hildebrand): ST DUMHADE OF IRELAND,
Abbot, who being made Abbot of St Columkille's great monastery, introduced the Roman way
of celebrating Easter: ST MADELEINE SOPHIE BARAT, virgin: ST MARY MAGDALEN OF PAZZI ;
devoted to prayer and penance from her childhood, she became a Carmelite nun in 1582: ST
MAXIMUS and ST VENERAND, martyrs, said to have been brothers, natives of Brescia, martyred
in Normandy : and ST URBAN, Pope and martyr.
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ST AUGUSTINE, BISHOP, CONFESSOR, APOSTLE OF

THE ENGLISH

(A.D. 604)

[From Bede, b. I, c. 23, &c., and the Letters and Life of St Gregory.]

THE Saxons, English, and Jutes, pagan Germans, who in this island
began in 454 to expel the old Britons into the mountainous part of the
country, had reigned here about one hundred and fifty years when God
was pleased to open their eyes to the light of the gospel. St Gregory the
Great, before his pontificate, had desired to become himself their apostle;
but was hindered by the people of Rome, who would by no means suffer
him to leave that city. This undertaking, however, he had very much
at heart, and never ceased to recommend to God the souls of this infidel
nation. When he was placed in the apostolic chair he immediately turned
his thoughts towards this abandoned part of the vineyard, and resolved
to send thither a select number of zealous labourers. For this great work
none seemed better qualified than Augustine, then Prior of St Gregory's
monastery, dedicated to St Andrew in Rome. Him, therefore, the pope
appointed superior of this mission, allotting him several assistants who
were Roman monks. The powers of hell trembled at the sight of this
little troop, which marched against them armed only with the cross, by
which they had been stripped of their empire over men. Zeal and
obedience gave these saints courage, and they set out with joy upon an
expedition of which the prize was to be either the conquest of a new
nation to Christ or the crown of martyrdom for themselves. But the
devils found means to throw a stumbling-block in their way. St Gregory
had recommended them to several French bishops on their road, of whom
they were to learn the circumstances of their undertaking and prepare
themselves accordingly. But when the missionaries were advanced several
days' journey, probably as far as Aix in Provence, certain persons, with
many of those to whom they were addressed, exaggerated to them the